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(g) “Timberland Conversion” means:  

 

(1) Within non-Timberland Production Zone (TPZ) timberland, transforming timberland 

to a nontimber growing use through timber operations where: 

 

(A) Future timber harvests will be prevented or infeasible because of land 

occupancy and activities thereon; or 

 

(B) Stocking requirements of the applicable district forest practice rules will not 

be met within five years after completion of timber operations; or 

 

(C) There is a clear intent to divide timberland into ownerships of less than three 

acres (1.214 ha.) 

 

(D) Option 1: The cutting and removal of trees within 50 slope feet from the outer 

walls of a legally permitted habitable structure for the purposed of permitted 

expansion of the habitable structure, which may include the construction of a 

detached garage or outbuilding, shall not be considered timberland 

conversion.     

or 

 

Option 2: The cutting and removal of trees on less than .25 acres that is 

adjacent to a legally permitted habitable structure and being cleared for the 

expansion of the habitable structure, which may include the construction of a 

detached garage or outbuilding, shall not be considered timberland 

conversion.     

 

    or 

 

Option 3: The cutting, removal and clearing of trees on an area greater than 

.25 acres.     

 

 

(2) Within Timberland Production Zone (TPZ) lands, the immediate rezoning of TPZ 

lands, whether timber operations are involved or not, except as exempt from a timberland 

conversion permit under 14 CAC 1104.1. 

 

 

 



Note: Authority cited: Section 4621, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 700, 701, 

4526, 4621, 4622, 4623, 4624, 4624.5, 4625, 4626, 21062, 21063, 30103 and 30243, Public 

Resources Code; and Sections 51100, 51111 and 51134(b), Government Code. 

 

Article 7. Timber Harvesting 

4584.  Exempt activities.  Upon determining that the exemption is consistent with the purposes 

of this chapter, the board may exempt from this chapter, or portions of this chapter, a person 

engaged in forest management whose activities are limited to any of the following: 

   (g)  (1)  The one-time conversion of less than three acres to a non-timber use. A person, 

whether acting as an individual or as a member of a partnership, or as an officer or employee of a 

corporation or other legal entity, shall not obtain more than one exemption pursuant to this 

subdivision in a five-year period. If a partnership has as a member, or if a corporation or other 

legal entity has as an officer or employee, a person who has received this exemption within the 

past five years, whether as an individual or as a member of a partnership, or as an officer or 

employee of a corporation or other legal entity, then that partnership, corporation, or other legal 

entity is not eligible for this exemption. “Person,” for purposes of this subdivision, means an 

individual, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity. 

    (2) (A)  Notwithstanding Section 4554.5, the board shall adopt regulations that do all 

of the following: 

   (i)  Identify the required documentation of a bona fide intent to complete 

the conversion that an applicant will need to submit in order to be eligible for the exemption in 

paragraph (1). 

   (ii)  Authorize the department to inspect the sites approved in conversion 

applications that have been approved on or after January 1, 2002, in order to determine that the 

conversion was completed within the two-year period described in subparagraph (B) of 

paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 1104.1 of Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations. 

   (iii)  Require the exemption pursuant to this subdivision to expire if there 

is a change in timberland ownership. The person who originally submitted an application for an 

exemption pursuant to this subdivision shall notify the department of a change in timberland 

ownership on or before five calendar days after a change in ownership. 

   (iv)  The board may adopt regulations allowing a waiver of the five-year 

limitation described in paragraph (1) upon finding that the imposition of the five-year limitation 

would impose an undue hardship on the applicant for the exemption. The board may adopt a 

process for an appeal of a denial of a waiver. 



 

Article 9. Conversion 

4628.  Exemptions from regulations; right-of-way construction or maintenance; subdivision 

development. 

   (a)  Notwithstanding any provision of this article or of Section 4581, no public agency shall be 

required to submit a timber harvesting plan or file an application for conversion with the board 

where the purpose of its timber operations is to construct or maintain a right-of-way on its own 

or on any other public property. 

   (b)  Removal of trees for subdivision development, except on lands zoned as a timberland 

production zone pursuant to Section 51112 or 51113 of, and as defined in subdivision (g) of 

Section 51104, of the Government Code, where the subdivision has had a tentative subdivision 

map approved and a subdivision use permit granted by the city or county having jurisdiction, 

may be exempted by regulation from the provisions of this article, if the exemption is consistent 

with the purposes of this chapter.  

Gov. Code 51104 

(g) “Timberland production zone” or “TPZ” means an area which has been zoned pursuant to 

Section 51112 or 51113 and is devoted to and used for growing and harvesting timber, or for 

growing and harvesting timber and compatible uses, as defined in subdivision (h).  

(h) “Compatible use” is any use which does not significantly detract from the use of the property 

for, or inhibit, growing and harvesting timber, and shall include, but not be limited to, any of the 

following, unless in a specific instance such a use would be contrary to the preceding definition 

of compatible use:  

(1) Management for watershed. 

 (2) Management for fish and wildlife habitat or hunting and fishing.  

(3) A use integrally related to the growing, harvesting and processing of forest products, 

including but not limited to roads, log landings, and log storage areas.  

(4) The erection, construction, alteration, or maintenance of gas, electric, water, or 

communication transmission facilities. 

(5) Grazing. 

(6) A residence or other structure necessary for the management of land zoned as timberland 

production.  

 


